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MY SON, FEAR THOU THE LORD, AND THE KING; 


AND MEDDLE NOT WITH THEM THAT ARE GIVEN 
TO CHANGE, 


HIS advice of the wiſe man comprehends the 

great principles of human conduct, upon 

which not only the proſperity and happineſs, 
but alſo the very being of civil ſociety depends. A 
ſingle man without religion, without ſubmiſſion to legal 
authority, and led away by a factious and meddling 
ſpirit, is a very hurtful member of the ſtate; and intro- 
duces diſorder and confuſion as far as his power and 
influence extend. The diſorder and confuſion always 
encreaſe in proportion of the number of thoſe, who are 
of this character. And if this were the general cha- 
rater ; if men were univerſally irreligious, diſobedient, 


and factious, the diſorder and confuſion would alſo be 
univerſal. 


THE 


EE] 

Tur condition of mankind indeed is never quite ſo 
bad as this. Hiſtory doth not, I believe, aftord an ex- 
ample of any country, which hath been entirely without 
the influence of religion and laws; nor do we experi- 
mentally know, what the effect of ſuch a ſituation as 
that would be. But hiſtory and experience afford exam- 
ples enough of the want of the due influence of both 
over the conduct of men ; and of the cloſe connection, 
which it has with public diſtreſs and miſery : and enable 
us clearly to diſcern the general cauſe, to which we 
ought to aſcribe the various degrees and proportions of 


diſtreſs and miſery in every age and country. 


Ir it were proper to illuſtrate this obſervation by an 
induction of facts, it might be done with the greateſt 
eaſe. The annals of our own country in general, and of 
thoſe great calamities in particular, which are the occa- 
ſion of the preſent ſolemnity, would afford as much 
matter for this purpoſe, as any other in the hiſtory of 
mankind. But I forbear to do this. It is unneceſſary. 
It would only be a repetition of that, which has been 
often ſaid before : and having juſt now, in obedience to 


public authority, humbled ourſelves before the throne of 
5 grace 3 


E 
grace; acknowledged the guilt, and bewailed the miſeries, 
in which our anceſtors were involved ; and implored the 
Divine Mercy to interpoſe in preſerving us from the like 
guilt and miſery again; we cannot fill up the meaſure 
of our devotions better, nor be more uſefully employed, 
than in recollecting our own duty, and how we ought 
to behave, in order to obtain this merciful interpoſition 


of Providence in our favour. 


Tu words, which I have repeated to you at the 
beginning of this diſcourſe, direct our attention to this 
enquiry ; and ſuggeſt ſuch leſſons of inſtruction, as 
would, if they were univerſally followed, not only give 
duration and ſtability to the happineſs, which we at 
preſent enjoy ; but encreaſe and improve it to ſuch a 
degree, that we might apply to ourſelves the completion 
of that promiſe, upon the aſſurance of which we look 
for “ new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
* righteouſneſs :” and cry out with ſome abatement of the 
expreſſion, ** Behold ! the tabernacle of God is with us, 
* and he will dwell with us, and we fhall be his people, 
and he himſelf ſhall be with us, and be our God.” 


Bor 


1 

Bor alas! this is a viſionary ſtate of perfection, and 
beyond the preſent condition of human nature. The 
characters of ſocieties, like thoſe of individuals, will 
always be made up of a mixture of virtues and vices; 
and all, that can be done by men, either in their public 
or private capacities, is to keep the point of perfection 
in view, to approach to it as near as they can; and in 
oppoſition to falſe religion, and no religion at all, to 
tyranny and oppreſſion on the one hand, and to anarchy 
and confuſion on the other, to raifing diſturbances in 
government, out of a ſpirit of party and faction, and to 
meanly ſubmitting to real evils, which may eaſily be 
corrected and removed; in oppoſition, I fay, to all this, 
** to fear God and the king, and to meddle not with 


them, who are given to change.“ 


Tu firſt of theſe duties, ** the fear of God, which is 
a neceſſary ingredient in every plan of human happineſs, 
hath, in the language of ſcripture, a very extenſive 
meaning; and comprehends every paſſion or affection, 
of which the Divine Perfections can poſſibly be the 
object: And fear is ſubſtituted for the other paſſions of the 


mind, becauſe it is the moſt active principle within us; 


and 


= 


and perhaps the firſt, which is excited from an appre- 
henſion of the power and juſtice of God: though love, 


and gratitude, and reverence, will as naturally flow from 


our apprehenſions of his other perfections. When 
therefore we are commanded * to fear God,” we are com- 


manded to entertain a juſt notion of God, and of the 


relation which we ſtand in to him, and to be affected in 
a manner conformable to it. But a juſt notion of God, 
with the affections, which correſpond with it, will 
neceſſarily produce a character in life, which, free from 
all the nonſenſe of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, will | 
be the moſt amiable and uſeful to others, as well as moſt | 


happy in itſelf. 


WHOEVER has a juſt notion of God will acknow- | 
ledge, that the world is under his government and pro- 


tection; that all men are in ſubjection to him; and 


that it is their intereſt, as well as duty, to obey his will. 
He will alſo know, that holineſs, purity, and juſtice, 5 
are perfections which belong to God ; and therefore, 4 


that nothing will pleaſe him, but what is agreeable to | 
holineſs, purity, and juſtice. And laſtly ; he will know j 
that God is good and merciful, and that the happineſs 
B of 
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of his reaſonable creatures is the great end of his crea- 
tion and providence ; and therefore he will conclude, 
that it is his duty to promote the ſame end ; that the 
intereſt of religion, and the glory of God, coincide 
with it; and that it can never be the will of God, that 
men ſhould be made miſerable by their fellow-creatures; 
becauſe it is impoſſible that God ſhould propoſe two 
contrary things at the ſame time, and ordain the miſery 
of thoſe, whom he moſt affectionately loves, and has 
made for happineſs. 


In ſhort, the goodneſs of God, and his love for 
mankind, is one of the ſtrongeſt motives to perſuade 
men to love one another ; and his holineſs, juſtice, and 
purity, are equally powerful motives to perſuade men to 
be holy, juſt, and pure. The © fear of God,” therefore, 
which hath all theſe perfections for its object, will moſt 
probably produce juſtice and fidelity, holineſs and purity, 
love and benevolence, amongſt men; or in other words, 


will moſt probably make them happy. 


RELIGION, it muſt be owned, hath often failed in 
producing theſe great advantages to the world, and the 


10 molt 
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moſt oppoſite effects have ſeemed to flow from it; but 
though this muſt be owned, yet the account which I 
have given of 1t, is ſtill true, Its natural and genuine 
effects are thoſe which I have mentioned; and its 
failure in producing them is always owing to the paſ- 


ſions, and prejudices, and ignorance of men. 


IT was long, and once almoſt univerſally thought, 
that pains and penalties were neceſſary to promote the 
glory of God, and the intereſt of religion ; and that 
thoſe, who had the power, had the right to torment and 
puniſh their fellow-creatures here for the good of their 
ſouls, and to ſecure their falyation hereafter. Hence 
aroſe irreconcileable hatred and reſentment ; and the 
world was often filled with confuſion and bloodſhed. 
But, we are now grown wiſer ; we know, that the“ fear 
of God,” or true notions of the Divine Nature, direct 
us to a different conduct. We have learned alſo from ex- 
perience, as well as from reaſon, the great injuſtice and 
bad policy of this meaſure. We are convinced, that 
every man, while he continues a peaceable ſubje&, hath 
a right to follow the dictates of his own conſcience, in 
the profeſſing of his faith, and the worſhiping of God; 
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that the attempt of compelling men to follow the con- 
ſciences of others, is as dangerous to public peace, as 
deſtructive of true religion ; and laſtly, that the beſt 
means to preſerve and promote both, are to withdraw 
that attempt ; to treat all who differ in opinion from us 
with brotherly affection and charity, and to leave them 
at liberty to determine for themſelves, what they ought 
to believe as neceſſary to ſalvation ; and what they ought 
to perform in the worſhip of God, as moſt acceptable 


to him. 


Our anceſtors at the revolution acted on this prin- 
ciple. Among the many excellent improvements which 
were made in our conſtitution about that period, the 
toleration of Proteſtant diſſenters was not the leaſt. It 
baniſhed, as far as it went, perſecution and oppreſſion 


on account of religion, from amongſt us. It removed 


a great blemiſh, which diſgraced our religious eſtabliſh- 


ment, and contributed to encreaſe its ſtrength as well 


as to improve its beauty. In a word, it put a ſtop to 
as many evils, and produced as much good, as perhaps 
the principles and ſpirit of thoſe times would then al- 
low ; and left to thoſe who came after them, the duty 


and 


3 


and glory of finiſhing at a proper ſeaſon, the work which 
they began. 


Tur ſeaſon, I truſt, is now approaching. An op- 
portunity will, I hope, ſoon be offered to us, of ſhewing, 
that we deſerve the character, which we have long aſſumed 
among Proteſtants ; of placing religious liberty on its true / 
foundation; and of giving to all who diſſent from our re- 
ligious eſtabliſhment, and are good ſubjects to the ſtate, / 
that legal ſecurity, to which reaſon, and the goſpel, and 
ſound policy, undoubtedly entitle them.” 


THE next duty recommended to us is“ the fear of the 
* king ;” or a dutiful ſubmiſſion to civil authority. Though 
the wiſe man in giving this advice, had, without doubt, a 
reſpect to a particular form of government; yet it is appli- 
cable to every form of government : and we are directed to 
pay ſuch ſubmiſſion and obedience to our governors, as the 


conſtitution of government under which we live requires. 


We cannot enjoy in any degree the bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence, without living in ſociety ; and we cannot live in 
ſociety without ſome kind of government or other ; and 


the very nature of government ſuppoſes the power of the 


whole, 


— * : 


— ES 2 


- — 


—— 28 — 


—— 


— 
— —— —— 


— — — 
— — 


— 2 * A 
- 
— 


———— -— 
— — - 
— 


— XL. 


—— . 


- 
es 
— — — 


— — — 
w—=_ 


—*S& <= _——— — — — _— SR 


a> - ö 
—— — — — —— — 1 = — 7 - 


Ip 


"5 -- 
@ > = wad — 


ES 


| 
; 


5 
528 
i 


CIP — 


* _ 


— 
— — — a ao —— — 8 
— 1 2 2 3 * N 


1 


whole, for the better execution of it, to be committed to a 


part; and the diſtribution of it, whatever it is, to be the 
meaſure and rule of ſubmiſſion and obedience: and con- 
ſequently, this degree of ſubmiſſion and obedience is a 
duty, to which all men are obliged; which regulates our 
behaviour towards the loweſt officer in the ſtate, as well 
as the higheſt; and which not only includes ſubmiſſion 
and obedience in the execution of their office; but alſo 


reſpect and reverence to their perſons. 


O theſe principles alſo the holy ſcriptures ſtrongly and 
frequently enforce this duty on the conſciences of men ; 
and the authority of revelation is added to that of reaſon, 
in the plaineſt and moſt decifive terms. * Let every ſoul,” 
ſays St. Paul,“ be ſubject to the higher powers.” — “ The 
powers that be, are ordained of God ;” “' wherefore ye 
e muſt needs be | ubject not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 
« ſcience ſake.” —* Render therefore to all their dues: tri- 
C bute, to whom tribute is due, cuſtom, to whom cuſtom fear, 
to whom fear, honour, to whom honour. Submit your- 
ce ſelves,” ſays St, Peter, to every ordinance of men for the 
Lord's fake : whether it be to the king as ſupreme, or 
* unto governors, as unto them that are ſent by him :—for 


* ſo is the will of God.” And a greater authority than ei- 
ther 


1 
ther St. Paul or St. Peter requires us to render unto Cztar 
% the things that are Cæſar's. 


Tux obligation therefore to this duty is placed upon as 
good foundation as the obligation to any other ſocial duty ; 
and the beſt means which we can employ to ſecure to 
ourſelves and poſterity, the bleſſing of living under a quiet 
government, are to act under a ſenſe of it; to believe that 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to civil authority is commanded 
by God ; that every thing which hath a tendency to un- 
dermine that authority, or leſſen that reverence and eſ- 
teem, which is due to it, is an offence againſt God; and 
that no advantages can ever be an equivalent for the miſ- 


chiefs which will ariſe from a diſregard or contempt of it, 


By the conſtitution of government, under which we 


live, every member of the ſtate hath great and ample pri- 
vileges which belong to him. Theſe privileges have long 
been, and ſtill are the inheritance and glory of Engliſh- 
men ; and we have a right to ſupport and maintain them 
againſt any meaſures, which are carried on to leſſen or de- 


ſtroy them. The conſtitution, which gives power to thoſe 


who govern us, gives it only for the good of the public ; 


and whenever it is employed to a contrary purpoſe, it 


gives 
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gives us a right to controul or reſtrain it, and to defend 


ourſelves againſt it. But this right is not to be exerted in 
the ſame manner on all occaſions ; it varies as the circum- 
ſtances of things vary : and very few can ever ariſe, which 


will render violence either neceſſary or prudent. 


Ox governors are fallible, like other men; and, con- 
ſidering the difficulties of their ſtation, ought in many 
caſes to be treated with the greateſt indulgence. In other 
caſes we ourſelves may miſtake, and form a wrong judg- 
ment of things; and if we knew the whole of them, ſhould 
own our complaints to be groundleſs and imaginary. And 
caſes may happen, in which it may be out of the power 
of the wiſeſt counſels, and honeſteſt intentions, to remove 
the cauſe of our complaints : and the evils, which we feel, 
may, like the ſtorms and tempeſts in the conſtitution of 
nature, be the effects of general laws, which are the ſource 
of all our happineſs. Laſtly ; though ſometimes the evils 
which we ſuffer, may be real and great ; yet violence may- 
produce worſe and greater: and therefore we are ſtill ob- 
liged to continue in obedience, and to wait for ſuch op- 
portunities of removing them, as are not inconſiſtent 
with the general good. 5 


IN 


33 
Ix a word; the peace, the ſafety, the happineſs of the 
public, are the great ends of civil government ; and as a 
dutiful behaviour to thoſe who govern us, is in general the 
beſt means of obtaining them; ſo refiſtance to govern- 

ment, oppoſition to the execution of law and juſtice, and 
ſeditions and rebellion, are the ſureſt ways of overturning 
and deſtroying them: and liberty is never in greater danger, 
than when the execution of law is interrupted ; nor ever 

more violated and infringed, than in times of licentiouſ- 
neſs and rebellion, A people can no more be ſaid to en- 
joy liberty, when the turbulent and needy have it in their 
power, whenever they pleaſe, to diſturb the peace, invade 
the property, defame the characters, and affront the per- 
ſons of their neighbours, than if they were under the go- 
vernment of a ſingle tyrant : and true lovers of liberty will 
guard as much againſt the one as the other, by reverenc- 
ing, ſupporting, and aſliſting lawful authority, or the exe- 
cution of power regulated by the laws and conſtitution of 
the country, in which they live; or in other words, ** by 
„ fearing the king.” 


=7 Tur laſt duty, which is recommended to us, is“ not to 
e meddle with them, who are given to change.” And this 
duty is not unneceſſarily added to thoſe which precede it: 
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for i deg the fear of God, and a reverence for the au- 
thority of government, will indiſpoſe men to adopt any 
meaſures, or introduce any changes, which are inconſiſtent 
with the peace and order of ſociety ; yet in general they 
are very apt to complain at, and to be diſſatisfied with their 
preſent condition ; and by indulging this humour, they 
foon grow extremely miſerable and unhappy ; are diſpleaſ- 
ed with every thing, which is carried on in the ordinary 


way ; and are ready to unite themſelves with every bold 


and daring projector, who is driven either by his neceſſi- 
ties or ambition, to alter or overſet preſent eſtabliſhments. 
And, when they are once engaged, their paſſions grow 
warm and enfflamed ; they become full of bitterneſs and 
reſentment againſt thoſe, who oppoſe them; and all the 
miſchiefs of violence and a party ſpirit break in upon 
them, and overwhelm and deſtroy every barrier, which 
the piety and wiſdom of ages had erected for the ſecurity 
of PRI 26:6 rus 


WE cats then to be always on our guard againſt ſuch 
a diſpoſition of mind as this; we ought to teſtify our ab- 


| horrence of it upon every occaſion ; to check it when- 


ever it begins to act, or whatever form it aſſumes. And 


. we ought to ſet a high value on a conſtitution of 
9 government, 


119 ] 
government, which enables us to live quiet and peaceable 
lives ; and not wantonly and fooliſhly to join with thoſe, 
who ſet up to improve and reform it. 


OuR own conſtitation of government is thought, and 
zuſtly thought to anſwer theſe purpoſes in a great degree. 
It had this end in view in its original frame. It hath ne- 
ver loſt ſight of it in the various ſtruggles and convul- 
ſions, which have happened in a long courſe of ages; and 
hath, by the virtue and wiſdom of our anceſtors, been of- 
ten and greatly improved. It may ſtill perhaps admit of 
farther improvement; and when neceſſity requires and 
opportunity invites, it ought to be improved. But it is 
not every man, who is capable of doing it. Like a ten- 
der plant, it will not bear the handling of a rough and 
unſkilful hand. It muſt be touched with delicacy and ten- 
derneſs ; and whatever change is introduced, it muſt be 
done with ſobriety and temper, and with a wiſdom, which 
is able to diſcern the conſequences of things, as well as 
to remove preſent inconveniencies : and above all, a ſpirit 
of party and faction muſt have no ſhare in directing the 
counſels or actions of thoſe who attempt it. 


THe advice then of e meddling not with thoſe, who arc 
given to change,” is of the utmoſt importance, and, joined 
C32 | with 


7 
po 


— 


— —2 E 
—— — 


ee ———— ͤ —̃—⅜ 


% 
3 — 


— - — 


> — 


— 


: Ed Seto want — — — * 


— ——— - 
* 2 — 2 
2 — p » 


— — 


- ö — — é . 8 5 < 


— * 
bl —_— 


— —=— — _ ur my 1 * . = a + , - * — L * 
1 . 7 111. 2 wid ot me. 
2 = - — 


I I 
with that of . fearing God and the king,” is the great foun- 
dation of ſocial happineſs: and I will add nothing more 
to illuſtrate and confirm this truth, than repeat that ob- 
ſervation, with which I ſet out at the beginning of this 
diſcourſe, and which can never be too often repeated ; 
that a diſregard and contempt of it hath been often the 
occaſion of the greateſt calamities, which this and other 
countries have ſuffered ; and the diſregard and contempt of 
it, whenever it becomes the prevailing character of any 


country, will moſt certainly have the ſame effect. 


WovLD to God, that I could ſay we had no reaſon to 
apprehend this in our own times, and our own country ! 
I fear we have, or at leaſt we have good reaſon to be 
alarmed at our preſent ſituation, and to be upon our guard 
againſt the dangers which threaten us. 


IT may be thought perhaps, that I have here in view 
the rebellion which is carrying on in our diſtant provinces, - 
and the ill ſucceſs which we have had in reducing them to 
obedience ; the encouragement, which has been, and ſtill 
is given to them by a deſperate and daring faction at home; 
and laſtly, the hoſtilities in which we are engaged with 
our ancient and moſt formidable foreign enemy. But 
though theſe circumſtances are full of great hazard and 
8 difficulty, 
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difficulty, yet J have not theſe in view. I truſt, under the 
protection and with the aſſiſtance of Providence, our re- 
ſources are ſufficient to vindicate and recover our juſt 
lawful rights over the firſt; and to diſappoint and defeat 
the ſchemes and attempts of the other two. What I re- 
fer to 1s of a more ſerious and alarming nature; the men- 
tion of it more ſuitable to my place and function, and 
which cannot be applied either to compliment and flatter, 
or to reproach and blame, any ſet of men or party 
amongſt us. It is applicable to all parties. It is the ſtate 
of religion, and morals, and the character and temper of 
our people in general, which ought to raiſe the alarm, and 
which is the principal cauſe of all our difficulties and 
diſtreſſes; and the correcting and reforming of which, is 
the only remedy which can be applied to them. 


For let me aſk you a few queſtions, which all of you 
will be able to anſwer, either from what you obſerve on 
the conduct of other men, or from the informations of 


your own conſciences. 


Do you think, that the fear of God hath that autho- 


rity in influencing the behaviour of the people of this land 
as it ought to have? Do they ſeem to pay that regard to 
him, which is due; or to conſider him as their Creator, 

their 
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their Supreme Governor and Sovereign Judge, who will 
finally reward or puniſh them for obeying or diſobeying 
his will ? Are they reſtrained from indulging their paſ- 
fions, from purſuing their pleaſures, and promoting their 
private intereſt in any inſtance, for fear of offending him ? 
Or is it not rather a common practice to oppoſe his autho- 
rity, to plead for indulgences which are clearly for- 
bidden by him, to ſpeak contemptibly of the moſt ſolemn 
acts of religion, and to negle& his public worſhip for the 
moſt trifling reaſons, or no reaſon at all ? 


LET me again aſk you, whether the morals of our peo- 
ple are in a better ſtate, than their religion ? or rather, 
whether theſe have not declined, as indeed muſt always be 
the caſe, in proportion to the decay of picty, and the ne- 
glect of our duty to God ? Are not the moſt notorious in- 
ſtances of corruption and perjury often confidered as mere 
matters of courſe ? Doth not the violation of the mar- 
riage vow paſs over almoſt every day without faxing, 
ſcarcely, any reproach on thoſe who are guilty of it ? 
In ſhort ; are not pleaſures and amuſements, ſome of them 
of the moſt deſtruQive, others of the molt trifling nature, 
and the gratification of our ſenſual appetites, the great bu- 
fineſs of our lives? And is there any appearance of leſſen - 
ing our expences, reſtraining our luxury, and correcting 


Our 
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our vanity, even now, when we are the moſt incapable of 
ſupporting them, and under the chaftiſement of one of the 
heavieſt judgments of Providence ? 


LET me aſk you, in the laft place, whether there is that 
reverence for authority, which is neceſſary for the ſupport 
of government and order ? or rather, whether a diſpoſition 
to obey the laws, and to ſubmit to the ſubordinations of 
civil life, is not almoſt entirely worn out and gone ? 
Whether indecent and violent invectives againſt the moſt 
exalted, as well as the moſt virtuous character in the na- 
tion ; cries for liberty, where nothing is meant but licen- 
tiouſneſs, and complaints of oppreſſion, where the laws 
are only put in execution ; ſyſtems of religion and plans 
of government held out for the public choice, as if at 
preſent we had neither, and ſo wild and extravagant, as 
would, if they were admitted, defeat the very ends of 
both, are ſymptoms of health and ſtrength in the ſtate, 
and prognoſticate/a continuance of its proſperity and hap- 
pineſs ? In a word; whether all this, joined with the 


enthuſiaſm of one part, the violence and faction of an- 
other, the coolneſs and indifference of a third,. and the 
readineſs of our people to follow the moſt deſperate and 
profligate leaders, may not prevail to ſuch a degree, as to 
bear down the ſober ſenſe and virtue of thoſe that remain ? 
LET 
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Lr us then, in oppoſition to all theſe evils, follow the 
advice in the text, and“ fear God and the king, and med- 


« (le not with them who are given to change.” Let us en- 
deavour to revive the influence of religion an the princi- 
ples of the goſpel, and without ſuperſtition and enthu- 
fiaſm ; the influence of government and authority upon 
the principles of our conſtitution : and let us not be led 
away by a ſpirit of faction and party, to diſturb the meaſures 
and leſſen the credit of thoſe who govern us. But, as 
good men, and good Chriſtians, as good ſubjects to the 
king, and good friends to the public, as deſiring to enjoy 
the fruits of our labour here, and the rewards of our virtue 
hereafter ; let us lead peaceable and quiet lives in all god- 
lineſs and honeſty, and let us have no other obje& of con- 
tention in our view, than to excel each other in loyalty to 
our ſovereign, love to our country, and charity to one an- 
other. And do thou,O God ! inſpire us with this princi- 
ple, and afliſt us in the exerciſe of it, through the merits 


and interceſſion of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour ; to 
whom, &c. 


